GENERAL  INSTRUCTIONS  IN  REGARD  TO  PASSPORTS— 1889. 


^Department  of  jitate, 


WASHINGTON,  I ).  C. 

Passports  are  issued  only  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  upon  application,  supported 
by  proof  of  citizenship.  Citizenship  is  acquired  by  birth,  by  naturalization,  and  by  annexation 
of  territory.  An  alien  woman  who  marries  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  thereby  becomes  a 
citizen.  Minor  children  resident  in  the  United  States  become  citizens  by  the  naturalization  of 
their  father. 

When  the  applicant  is  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States  he  must  transmit  his  own 
affidavit  of  this  fact,  stating  his  age  and  place  of  birth,  with  the  certificate  of  one  other  citizen 
of  the  United  States  to  whom  he  is  personally  known,  stating  that  the  declaration  made  by  the 
applicant  is  true.  The  affidavit  must  be  attested  by  a  notary  public,  under  his  signature  and 
seal  of  office.  When  there  is  no  notary  in  the  place  the  affidavit  may  be  made  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace  or  other  officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths;  but  if  he  has,,  no  §«^al.  his  official 
act  must  be  authenticated  by  certificate  of  a  court  of  record.  A  person  born  abroad  who 
claims  that  his  father  was  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States  must  state  in  his  affidavit  that 
his  father  was  born  in  the  United  States,  has  resided  therein,  and  was  a  citizen  of  the  same  at 
the  time  of  the  applicant’s  birth.  This  affidavit  must  be  supported  by  that  of  one  other  citizen 
acquainted  with  the  facts. 

If  the  applicant  be  a  naturalized  citizen,  his  certificate  of  naturalization  must  be  trans¬ 
mitted  for  inspection  (it  will  be  returned  with  the  passport),  and  he  must  state  in  his  affidavit 
that  he  is  the  identical  person  described  in  the  certificate  presented.  Passports  can  not  be 
issued  to  aliens  who  have  only  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens.  Military  service 
does  not  of  itself  confer  citizenship.  A  person  of  alien  birth,  who  has  been  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  from  military  service  in  the  United  States,  but  who  has  not  been  naturalized,  should 
not  transmit  his  discharge  paper  in  application  for  a  passport,  but  should  apply  to  the  proper 
court  for  admission  to  citizenship,  and  transmit  the  certificate  of  naturalization  so  obtained. 
The  signature  to  the  application  and  oath  of  allegiance  should  conform  in  orthography  to  the 
applicant’s  name  as  written  in  the  naturalization  paper,  which  the  Department  follows. 

Every  applicant  is  required  to  state  his  occupation  and  the  place  of  his  permanent  legal 
residence,  and  to  declare  that  he  goes  abroad  for  temporary  sojourn  and  intends  to  return 
to  the  United  States  with  the  purpose  of  residing  and  performing  the  duties  of  citizenship 
therein. 

The  wife  or  widow  of  a  naturalized  citizen  must  transmit  the  naturalization  certificate  of 
the  husband,  stating  in  her  affidavit  that  she  is  the  wife  or  widow  of  the  person  described 
therein.  The  children  of  a  naturalized  citizen,  claiming  citizenship  through  the  father,  must 
transmit  the  certificate  of  naturalization  of  the  father,  stating  in  their  affidavits  that  they  are 
children  of  the  person  described  therein,  and  were  minors  at  the  time  of  such  naturalization. 

The  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  will  be  required  in  all  cases. 

The  application  should  be  accompanied  by  a  description  of  the  person,  stating  the  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars,  viz : 

Age . years.  Stature . feet . inches  (English  measuve).  Forehead .  Eyes . 


Nose .  Mouth .  Chin .  Hair .  Complexion .  Face . 

If  the  applicant  is  to  be  accompanied  by  his  wife,  minor  children,  or  servants,  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  state  the  names  and  ages  of  such  persons  and  their  relationship  to  the  applicant, 
when  a  single  passport  for  the  whole  will  suffice.  For  any  other  person  in  the  party  a  sepa¬ 
rate  passport  will  be  required.  A  woman’s  passport  may  include  her  minor  children  and 
servants. 


By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  23,  1888,  a  fee  of  one  dollar  is  required  to  be 
collected  for  every  citizen’s  passport.  That  amount  in  currency,  postal  money  order,  or  postal 
note  should  accompany  each  application.  Orders  should  be  payable  to  the  Disbursing  Clerk 
ot  the  Department  of  State.  Dralts  or  checks  are  inconvenient  and  undesirable. 

A  passport  is  good  for  two  years  from  its  date  and  no  longer.  A  new  one  may  be 
obtained  by  stating  the  date  and  number  of  the  old  one,  paying  the  fee  of  one  dollar,  and 
furnishing  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  applicant  is  at  the  lime  within  the  United  States. 
I  he  oath  of  allegiance  must  also  be  transmitted  when  the  former  passport  was  issued  prior 
to  1861. 

Citizens  of  the  United  States  desiring  to  obtain  passports  while  in  a  foreign  country 
must  apply  to  the  chiet  diplomatic  representative  of  the  United  States  in  that  country,  or,  in 
t  ic  absence  of  a  diplomatic  representative,  then  to  the  consul-general,  if  there  be  one,  or,  in 
tie  a  iscnce  of  both  the  officers  last  named,  to  a  consul.  Passports  can  not  be  lawfully  issued 
Stott-  a  •  ntIes’  or  by  judicial  or  municipal  functionaries  of  the  United  States.  (Revised 
nA",^Ctl°n,f?75^  I  o  persons  wishing  to  obtain  passports  for  themselves  blank  forms 
be  a  ivitivr>0tl-  'Vl  >C  ^ll.ini!jbed  by  this  Department  on  request,  stating  whether  the  applicant 
or  narent  <p  <l.  natura  lzcd  citizen,  or  claims  citizenship  through  the  naturalization  of  husband 
curing  passports'1"''  a"  n0t  ^urill's  ied>  except  as  samples,  to  those  who  make  a  business  of  pro- 

Division*” ^ n d' nH ^ ' ° 11 S  s*10uj<-*  '.,e  addressed  to  the  Department  of  State,  indorsed  “Passport 
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1  lofessional  titles  will  not  be  inserted  in  passports. 


